CPY 550 Dynamics of Marriage, Relationship, and Family Systems

Theory Application Paper -  Fall 2007
Rollins College Graduate Studies in Counseling

This paper is worth 20% of your final grade. 

· Your responses to these questions are to reflect your independent work. Please do not discuss the questions, your ideas, or your answers to these questions with anyone else.

· The paper should be typed (single spaced is acceptable, 11 or 12 point font) and should not exceed 7.5 – 8 pages in length (see specific page parameters below). 

· Please include the question with each response and confine your responses to the space limitations given below for each question. 

· Points will be deducted if citations, quotations, and references are not properly referenced.  

· The use of headings to organize your answers will help me navigate your paper! 

· When complete, email your paper to Burt@burtbertrm.com to arrive not-later-than 6pm, Thursday, November 8, 2007.
In order to complete this assignment, you must view and be familiar with the events in the video:

Ma Vie En Rose (My Life in Pink) (1997) – Film by Alain Berliner, Director.

(Available in the Olin Library for overnight checkout, at most local movie rental houses, for purchase on websites such as amazon.com)

Influencing socio-political-cultural factors:
In the movie Ma Vie En Rose, a variety of social, political, economic, and cultural factors influenced how the family in the movie functioned and operated, particularly as it related to Ludovic’s behavior. 

1. Identify two forces of the dominant culture that you observed in the film that influenced the family’s reactions to Ludovic and/or the family’s functioning. Describe the family’s resulting responses or behaviors. Be sure to give clear examples from the movie to illustrate your points. (1 page)   
2. What diversity and social-political factors should the therapist in Ma Vie en Rose identify, consider, and perhaps even discuss with the family, to assist in understanding the role of dominant societal systems in interpreting Ludovic’s behavior? Reflect on course readings (articles as well as all texts). Provide concrete examples. (1 page) 

Bowen Family Systems Therapy Model: 

3. Select three of Bowen’s eight interlocking concepts. Define each concept in your own words and include a brief, clear example of the concept from the movie. (1 page)  
4. Based on your viewing of the movie family, discuss how the Bowenian term “fusion” could be applied in a way that pathologizes the movie family. Explain whether you believe this would be an appropriate diagnosis. (1/2 page)
Structural Family Therapy Model:

Assume that the movie family came to you for family therapy. Your goal is to assist with the alteration of the family structure so the family can solve their own problems. Using structural theoretical foundations:

5. Identify the subsystems within the family and comment on the boundaries of these subsystems as they relate to the interpersonal issues in the family. (1 Page)
6. Comment on the family’s accommodation to change. (1/2 Page)
7. From a structural perspective, identify an organized sequence of the family’s interaction patterns as observed in the movie and explain how you would construct an intervention. Be specific about the interaction pattern and about the intervention plan based on structural principles. (1 Page)
General Therapeutic Considerations:

8. Imagine that a family (not the movie family) presents for therapy and includes in their self-description the concern that “we are not a normal family.” (1.5 pages)

a) How would you respond? 

b) Thinking in terms of the multicultural/social justice perspectives, as outlined by the course readings, what do you think the therapists might consider, and perhaps even include in their approach to working with this presenting family?
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